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SIR, 


Remember the laſt time I waited on you, 
1 you expreſs d a very Chriſtian Concern 
at the Diſorders of the Pla- Houſe, you 
lamented its having ſo much the Aſcendent of 
the Town, and the Countenance of Figure and 
Fortune. You ſeem'd to preſage that theſe 
= Nurſeries of Licence and Atheiſm would, if 
W unreſtrain'd, prove fatal to the Nation, make 
us ripe for Deſtruction, and pull down ſome 
terrible Vengeance upon our Heads. Being 
© thus uneaſie in your Proſpect, and particular- 
ly ſolicitous for the Conduct of your Family 
and Relations, you were pleas'd to deſire me 
to draw up ſomething by way of Pre ſerva- 
tive, in as narrow a Compaſs as poſſible. For, 
Jas you obſerve, in caſes of Conſcience and 
Morality, ſome People are ſo frightfully nice 
and impatient, that you muſt either cure them 
ertempore, or not at all. The Bill muſt be 
hort, and the Medicine quickly ſwallow'd, 
or elſe they'll rather dye, than come under 
che Doctor. | 


Sir, waving other Reaſons of Regard for 
ou, your Requeſt proceeds from ſo com- 
mendable a Motive, that upon this ſingle 
| Score 
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Score I think my ſelf oblig'd to endeavour 
your Satisfaction. | 


And here give me leave to ſuggeſt to you, 


that having already in the View of the Stage 


ſpoken pretty largely to this Point, it will 
be impoſſible for me to purſue the Deſign 
without falling upon ſome of the Thoughts 
of that Performance: And ſince the Argu- 


ment is thus foreſtall'd, your Candour, 1 


queſtion not, will make a proportionable Al. 
lowance. (743 . 

To begin; The bad Complexion, and 
Danger of this Diverſion, may be ſet forth, 


Firſt, From their repreſenting Vice under 
Characters of Advantage. Diſſolution of 


dern Mauſes: To be thorough paced in that 


which is Ill, is the chief recommending Qua- 


lity. A finiſhd Libertine ſeldom fails of 


View of making his Fortune upon the Stage: Thus 


the Immo- 


.. 


rality of 
the Stage. 
Chap. 4. 
LF £5 alib. 


qualified there is great Care taken to furniſh 
him with Breeding and Addreſs : He is pre- 
{ently put into a Poſt of Honour, and an E- 
quipage of Senſe; and if he does the worſt, We 
he is pretty ſure of ſpeaking the beſt Things; 
I mean the moſt lively and entertaining. And 
all, to hold forth this profitable Inſtruction, 


(for ſo they mult be interpreted) That Lewd- 


nels and Irreligion are the true Teſt of Qu- Wl 


wa 


Manners is the great Favourite of the Mo- 


OR, $7, 
lity, and Education. If a Man will be juſt 
to the Intereſt of Reputation, he muſt throw 
W of the Reſtraints of Virtue, ſet up for a 
W Sceptick, and launch boldly into a Courſe of 
vice. For if he will be brow-beaten by the 
other World, and over-aw'd by the Whim- 
ſies of Conſcience, this is the Way to paſs for 
a Clown, to taint his Blood, and almoſt 
make him diſclaim'd at the Herala's Office! 
And that this whole ſom Doctrine may be the 
better received, the Poets have taken care 
co raiſe their Ban and Arrier. Ban upon all 
chat's Sacred and Solemn, and to perſecute 
virtue under every Appearance. And when 
= they make bold with a Character of Religi- 
Jon, they never fail of ſhewing it clumſey 
and ridiculous. Such a Perſon muſt be an 
Original in Untowardneſs, the Jeſt of the 
Company, and put into all the Diſguiſes of 
Folly and Contempt. And when Religion 
is thus banter'd, and Virtue dreſs d up in An- 
tick, when Lewdneſs appears in Circumſtan- 
ces of Credit, and makes ſuch a ſhining Fi- 
gure; when Rewards and Puniſhments are 
under ſo juſt a Diſtribution, the Government 
ol the Stage muſt needs be ſurprizingly regu- 
lar, and improve the Audience to Admira- 


* 1 , 


tion! 


Second, Another Reaſon for the Diſſua- 
e is the intolerable Profaneneſs of the 
e, And here not to mention their Swear- 


ng 


Charge. Their Courage on this Head is of 


(6) 
ing in all the Exceſses of Diſtraction, and mak- 
ing bold with the Name of God on the moſt 
trivial and ſcandalous Occaſions: This, tho' 
horrible enough, is the leaſt Part of the 


an amazing, Size: They are Heroes beyond 
any thing upon Record, and in a manner 


perfectly new in their Defiance: They have 


attempted as it were to ſcale the Sky, and at. 


| tack the Seat of Omnipotence : They have 


View of 


the Stage. 


Chap. 2. 
and 5 


gether ; to proftitute the inſpired Writings IM 


blaſphem'd the Attributes of God, ridicuFd 
his Providence, and burlesq'd the old and 
new Teſtament. Theſe infernal Sallyes put 


me in Mind of a late Inſtance of Reſolution 


in one of their Fraternity ; I mean the Man 
that ated Jeptha's Raſh Vom, or the Virgin 
Sacrifice in Smithfield, The Subject of this 
Farce is taken out of the Book of Judges; 
and to peice up the Entertainment, and it 
may be ro make the Hiſtory ridiculous, there 
are ſeveral buffooning Characters tagg'd to 


the end on't. Now can there be a more 
irreligious Inſolence than to mix the molt I 


ſolemn, and the moſt ridiculous Things to- 


in Places of Infamy, and to furniſh out a 
Droll from the Sacred Hiſtory, I hope it 
will be the laſt time the Bible will be ſhown 
for a Sight at Bartholomew. Fair. 


I am unwilling to ſay any more upon 
this Matter: To ſuppoſe the Outrage of ſuch 
To a 


a5. Wo 


emen 
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a Practice ſtands in need of Satyr and Ag- 
gravation, is a Reflection upon the Com- 
mon Senſe of a Nation, and looks as if we 
were blaſted in our Underſtandings. 


Third, The next thing I ſhall remark is the 


Indecency of their Language: And here the 
Engliſh Poets and Players are (till like them- 
ſelves; they ſtrain to a Singularity of Coars- 
neſs: The modern Theatres of Europe are 
meer Veſtals to them: They outdo the Li- 
berties of Greece and Rome, the Ages of Ig- 


norance, and the Precedents of Heatheniſm. 
The Luſciouſneſs of double Entendres, and 1 , 
remote Glances wont ſerve their Turn: To Ste. 
flaſh a little upon the Imagination, and ap- Chap. 1. 
pear in the Twylight, is not Miſchief enough; 
No: They love to have their Senſe clear and 
determin'd : They labour for Perſpicuity, 
and ſhine out in Meridian Scandal: They 
make the Deſcription rank, bring the Ima- 
ges Cloſe, and ſhow the Monſter in its full 
Proportions. And by this Stench the Spirits /*id. & 
are inſenſibly ſeiz d, and the Health of the Chap. 5. 
Company often ſuffers. Thus the Impreſſi- 
ons of Modeſty wear off, the Affections are 
debauch'd, and the Memory furniſh'd with 
Ammunition to play upon the Conſcience. 
And is this Diverſion for Chriſtians ? Is this - 
ſuitable to that Holineſs of Doctrine, to that 
Sobriety of Thought preſcrib'd by the Goſ- 
pel, or to that Taſte of Satisfaction we ex- 

pect 


. (8) 


pect in the other World? Can the Ladies be 


= entertained with fuch Stuff as This ? Thoſe 

3 that dreſs their Diet, would make us believe 
their Palates are ſtrangely out of Order, To 
treat the Reſervedneſs of their Sex, their 
Birth and their Breeding with Smut and Ri- 
baldry, is, to ſpeak ſoftly, incomprehenſible 
Manners. In ſhert, it will be ſaid, and 
therefore I ſhall put the Caſe ; either the La- 
dies are pleaſed with the Indecencies of the Stage 
or they are not: If they are, tis a hard Impu- 
tation on their Virtfie : It argues they have 
ſtrangely forgotten the Engagements of Bap- 
| | tiſm, the Maxims of Education; and the 
i 


Regards of their Character. *Tis a Sign they 

are ſtrongly ſeiz'd by the Infection, and that 

the Tokens are almoſt ready to break out. 

they are not pleaſed, *twill be enquired: why 

they come there ? Why they venture upona 

is Place where they muſt expe& to have their 

[ Imagination ſhock*'d, their Averſion put into 
a Fir, and their Blood calbd up into their Fa- 

ces? Who would undergo ſo much Fatigue 

1 of Fancy and Mortification? The Play- 

| Houſe is without Doubt the wrong Place 

| for Diſciphne ; And ſuch Pennance if often 

| repeated will never paſs for good Earneſt. 

Thus the Dilemma bears hard towards 

| the Ladies: And for my Part, I confeſs, 

| 2 not Logick enough to diſengage 

them. 


| | F bart hl 


(9) 
Foerthly, We muſt not forget the Incor- 
rigibleneſs of the Stage; This is a farther 
Aggravation of their Diſorder : Their ill 
Plays have been ſome of them examin'd, their 
licentious Extravagance mark'd, and repeat- 


i- (a Inſtances produced upon them. In ſhort, 

le the Ulcer has been diſſected, the Criminals 
d cdragg'd out, and the Blaſphemy expos d. The em of 
As 9 the S. 


Poets, tis true, raiiyed upon the Defeat, an 
made the mot of their Matters. But find- 
ling the Cauſe too groſs and defenceleſs, and 


ve that the Force of Truth would prevail; they 
„have ſince lay'd down, and left the Fi ela But 
he this is not all ; The Players have met with far- 
e) ger Inſtruction : The Laus have been let 


nat ooſe upon them; They have beendiſciplin'd at 

J WIR/irmin fer Hall, However, all this Conviction 
by Bend Difcouragement wont do. They are Proof 
dna Rgainſt Reaſon and Puniſhment, againſt Fine: 
er nd Arguments, aad come over again with their 
nto old Smut and Profaneneſs. One would think 
Fa- y their deſperate Puſhing, they were re- 
gue ols'd to exterminate Religion, and ſubdue 
lay- he Conſcience of the Kingdom. And J 
lace uſt needs ſay, their Meaſures are not 
ten Walken amiſs. They have without Doubt 
eſt, Iitched upon the moit likely Expedienr 
on 0 make Vice abſolute, and Atheitm uni- 
fels, 


rial, | 


P Auch 
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And asif the old Batteries were too weak, ö 
They have ſtrengthened the Attack, and 
levyed Recruits of Muſick and Dancing 


beyond Sea. There was great Occaſion, no 
Queſtion, to draw down more Forces upon 


Fleſh and Blood ; and to ſpring a new Mine 1 
to help ſtorm the Senſes, and blow up the 


Paſſions to Combuſtion ! And when Peo- WW 


ple are thus thrown off their Guard, and 
diſarm'd of their Diſcretion, the Play- Houſe 
is admirably furniſh'd with Proviſion to ſeize i 
the Advantage, and improve the Opportu- i 
nity. For what is it but the common 
Receptacle of Vice, and the Rendevouz of 
Rakes and Strumpers ? I don't mean all the 
Company are ſuch. But this I may fay, 
that ſcarce any Quarter is ſo plentifully Bf 


ſtock' d. Now who would truſt his Health 
in a Place of Mortality, or go to the Pe- 
Houſe tor Recreation ? 


What then, muſt we never ſee a Play? 


And where's the Harm on't if we dont? 


Can't we take an ill Thing upon Report, 
without the Curioſity of Experience? Is it W 
not better to ſtand off from unneceſſary 
Danger, than to preſs upon a formidable 


Enemy, and run the Hazard of a Defeat! 


However, if young People are ſo uneaſy at 
ſuch a Reſtraint; if they will needs venture, 


let them fortifie themſelves at Home, and 


take Wi 


| ( 11 ) 
take the Guard of Religion along with them : 


Let them go, as they do, to ſee an outlandiſh 
Monſter, once in their Life time : Let the 


Play be preſcribed them by Perſons of Con- 
In a Word, let the 
Snake be frozen, and the Poiſon as much di- 


duct and Sobriety : 
luted as tis poſſible, 


And after all, I don't pretend to give a Li- 
cence for ſeeing the Pla- Houſe, though un- 


der the Cautions above-mention'd : But if 


People will ruſh for ward, and ſtand the E- 
vent, I only deſire to direct the Motion, and 


To give ſome Inſtances in the State. 


ſuggeſt the ſafeſt Way. 


Fifth, The Play- Houſe has been look'd 
on as a publick Nuſance, cenſur'd and dif- 
countenancd by Church and State, and that 
in times both Ancient and Modern. 


The Republick of Rome, before Julius Cæ- 
% ſtopt the building of a Theater, being 
fully convinc'd, that this Diverſion would 
bring in foreign Vice, that the Old Roman 
vVirtue would be loſt, and the Spirits of the 
People emaſculated. This wiſe Nation made of 1e 
che Function of Players ſcandalous, ſeiz'd 
cheir Freedoms, and threw them out of Pri- 
vilege and Reputation. 


To 


iew, G 


Pp. 85. 


Defence 
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View of 
the Stage, 


Chap. G. 


39 Eliz. 
cap. 4. 


1 Jac. 
gap. 7» 


la. 


View of 
the Stage. x 
chap. 6 Players were expelbd the Kingdom, and now 


(1) 


To come down to our own Conſtitution : 
The Players are forbidden to AR; and fatter 
their Iafection through the Kingdom, under 
very ſevere and intamous Penaltties. And in 
the Reign of the Famous Queen Elizabeth, 
there was an Order of Queen and Council, 
to drive the Players out of the City and Li. 
berties of London, and to pull down the Thea. 
ters, which was executed accordingly. In 
France fome few Years ſince the Italian 


Aa 


the French Stage lyes under Excommunica- 
tion. The Theaters have been lately {hut 
up in Itah by the Pope, and in the Territories 
of Brandenburgh by the King of Pruſſia. And 
ſeveral European Countries would never en- 
_ them in any Form, or under any Regu- 
tion. | 


As to the Church, the Players and con. 
demn'd by ſeveral Councils of great Antiquity 
and Credit. And the molt Celebrated and 
Primitive Fathers have declaimed loudly a- 
gainſt the Stage, with all the Zeal, Force, 
and Rhetorick imaginable. So that if the 
ſtrongeſt Precedents, either in Church or State, 


will make any Impreſſion upon us, it ve 
have any Regard, for the Wiſdom and Piety Mtrhe 
of the beſt and moſt conſiderable part of Man: Du 
kind, if Authority will move us, if Reaſon not 
Will convince us, if Experience will teach us, (WP! t. 


i wh 


——— 


(13 ) 
we have the ſtrongeſt Motives imaginable 
to ſtand off from ſuch dangerous Ground. | | 


To this I may Obſerve in the 


in 
„ S, xth Place, That ſuch ſcandalous Diver- | 
il, cin muſt of Neceſſity untune our Minds, 
„and diſpirit our Devotion. If the Stage once 
4 gains our Fancy, the Service of God will | 
In grow burthenſom and heavy. And when 
an a luſcious Song becomes reliſhing, a Pſalm © 
ow Wl will be a flat Entertainment. Is it poſſible 
ca- for Eſteem and Contempt to Rand together, 
ut and can we reverence that which has been 
ries our Sport to fee deſpiſed? To ſpend the 
\nd Week at the Pla- Honſe, and come to Charch 


en- on the Sanda, looks little better than Fa- 
gu- ſhion and Grimace. Theſe two Places are 
c(crangely ie and counterqualiſyiag: For | _ . 
= what Communion has Light with Darkneſs, : mY 


con- ad whit Concord has CHRIST with — 15. 


uity %“? If we fit thus in the Seat of the Scorn. 
and , tis in vain to approach his Preſence, and 
ly a tread his Courts. r 
orce, i 

the And therefore in the ; 
State, 

f we BR Loft Place I ſhall add, That to dae Ter 
Picty iWthe Play-Howfe is plainly inconſiſtent with the 
Man Duties and Character of a Chriſtian. For, 
caſon not to repeat what has been ſaid, the Guilt 
ch vs, ef the Place muſt in a great Meaſure fall up- 


vim 


ON 


105 s 


ſeem to be in her laſt Agony, and the World 
ready to expire? And if we go on {till in 
ſuch Sins of Defyance, may we not be 2 

| 0 


(14 ) 
on the Audience: To be preſent, after warn- c 
| ing, at the Abuſe of Religion, amounts to { 
| Conſent and Approbation. To delight ia ill 
; Company, is to become part of it, and all 
| People are Principals 1n Profaneneſs, as well n 
| as in Murther. Every one knows tis the t 
Company that ſupports the Play - Houſe. 1 
Without a numerous Audience they would ti 
be forc'd to disband, to ſurrender their Buſi- b 
neſs, and, it may be, be diſcouraged into C 
Reformation. What then? Are we to aſ— p1 
ſift ſuch Places of Liberty and Prophaneneſs th 
with our Purſe and Perſon * Muſt we keep th 
up the Credit of Debauchery? Muſt we A 
make a Contribution for Blaſphemy, and b1 
faiſe a Tax for the Government Below? To Wl Sr 
countenance ſuch Practices muſt inevitably bl. 
communicate the Guilt, and heighten the MF vi 
Provocation. And when Wickedaeſs is 07 
| thus flaming and outragious, we cannot cx> i co! 
pet but that Vengeance will quickly fol. of 
low. fec 
F We have lately felt a ſad Inſtance of 
| God's Judgments in the terrible Tempeſt: Ib 
1 Terrible beyond any thing in that Kind in am. 
1, Memory,or Record. For not to enlarge on the 
[ lamentable Wrecks, and Ruins, were we not Dec 
| almoſt ſwept into a Chaos ? Did not Nature * 
f 
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ä 
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Shad 
of the Puniſhment of Sodow, and that God 
ſhould deſtroy us with Fire and Brimſtone, 


een nn 


—— 
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| 
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What Impreſſion this late Calamity has 
made upn the Play-Houſe, we may gueſs by 
their Acting Macbeth with all its Thunder and 
Tempeſt, the ſame Day : Where at the men- 
tion of the Chimnies being blown down, (Mac- 
beth, p. 20.) the Audience were pleas'd to 
(ad, at an unuſual Length of Pleaſure and Ap- 
W probation. And is not the meaning of all 
this too intelligible? Does it not look as if 
W they had a Mind to out- brave the Judgment? 
And make us believe the Storm was nothing 


1d but an Eruption of Epicuruss Atoms, a 
ſo pring-Tide of Matter and Motion, and a 
ly blind Salley of Chance? This throwing Pro- 


vidence out of the Scheme, is an admirable 
© 021ate for the Conſcience! And when Re- 
W coilection is laid aſleep, the Stage will recover 
of Courſe, and go on with their Buſineſs ef- 
fectually. 


Thus, Sir, I have lay d before you what 


I have to offer upon this Occaſion, and 
am, 


the i Your moſt humble Sefwant. 
not December 10. 

ture . 
orld | J. C. 
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Books Printed for Richard Sare, at Grau- 
 Inn-Gate in Holbourn. | 


The Devout Chriſtian's Manual of Prayers and Devo. 


tions for all Occaſions. Containing ſpecial Litanies for 


Sundays, Wedneſdays, and Frydays ; allo particular Offices for 
the Holy Communion, in the Time of Sickneſs, and for a 


_ Recoyery, Sc. Superviſed add Recommended by the Re- 


verend Mr. Wagſtaff. 58 

An Anſwer to all tbe Excuſes and Pretences which Men 
ordinarily make for their not coming to the Holy Commu- 
nion, Price 3d. or 29. 8. a Hundreds FER 

Some ſhort and plain Directions for ſpending one Day 
well, Price 1d. or 6. s. a Hundre. 

Plain Inſtructions to the Young and Ignorant, Price 


N 3d or 20 8. a Hundred. 


An Eſſay towards making the Knowledge of Religion 


eaſie to the meaneſt Capacity, Price 2d. or 12 Hun- 


The Cannon of the New Teſtament Vindicated, in 
anſwer to the Objections of J. Toland. By John Richard- 
ſon, B D. formerly Fellow of Emanuel Col. Camb. the 20 
Edition. | 

The Chriſtian Scholar, Price 3d. or 20 8. a Hundred. 


